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GSFC awarded 40000 MTPA Melamine EPC Contract for its Vadodara Complex to L&T 
Hydrocarbon Engineering (LTHE). LTHE is a fully owned subsidiary of Larsen & Toubro 
(L&T). The project was awarded through a competitive bidding, valuing over Rs. 650 
Crores. Under the contract LTHE will carry out extended basis engineering, detailed 
engineering, procurement, supply, transportation, storage, fabrication, inspection, 
installation, testing, mechanical completion, pre-commissioning and commissioning of 
the unit. 

thGSFC signed an agreement with M/s Casale SA on 5  
February, 2015 to get technology license for this 
40000 MTPA Melamine project. M/s Casale SA, a 
privately owned Swiss Company, will provide its Low 
Energy Melamine (LEM) process license, basic 
engineering design and supply of key equipments 
for the proposed plant.  LEM process offers the 
advantage of producing melamine of superior 
quality with higher energy efficiency, melamine 
conversion efficiency and higher urea yield from off-
gas. 

One of the main features of this project is that proposed plant will be completely 
standalone unit, using directly ammonia and CO2 as feed, which will be processed in turn 
in a dedicated melamine off-gas treatment section where they will be transformed into 
urea before being sent to melamine synthesis section. 

GSFC is the only major producer of Melamine in India with current production capacity 
of 15000 MTPA; the proposed plant will increase the production capacity to 55000 
MTPA. Currently India is dependent on import to meet its internal demand of Melamine; 
this project will help in Import substitution and will save foreign exchange outgo. The 
project is slated to be commissioned in FY 2018-19.

GSFC Awarded 40000 MTPA Melamine Project to L&T 
Hydrocarbon Engineering
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th45  National Safety Day/Week Celebration at GSFC

National Safety Day/ Week is a whole week safety campaign celebrated every year from 
th th4  to 10  March in order to spread awareness about safety, health, environment, etc. As a 

thpart of 45  National Safety Day/Week Celebration several activities were conducted to 
enhance safety awareness among employees, contract personnel and public at large in 
GSFC. National Safety Council which is the nodal agency for National Safety Day/ Week 
celebration announced the theme for this year 'Strengthen SHE movement to achieve 
zero harm'.  

A week long Safety Exhibition was conducted at GSFC Research Centre where plenty of 
safety related information was put for display. Several safety equipments were also put 
for demo and awareness. Dr. Y P Singh, Sr. VP (Operation, Design, Maintenance, S&FS, 

thADC & FU) inaugurated the exhibition on 8  March, 2016. 

As a part of awareness campaign Chlorine Kit Competition was arranged in which total 
ten teams from production and maintenance department participated. Hazard 
identification and work permit preparation competition was organized where 15 teams 
participated. Personal Protective Equipments (PPE) demonstration was conducted in two 
batches for contract workers, over 625 workers attended. In addition, safety message in 
Gujarati and English languages and banners at different locations were displayed for 
awareness.   
 
Several expert lectures were organized; Shri R K Desai, safety consultant gave a talk on 

thMechanical Integrity in ADC Auditorium on 5  March, 2016. Dr. Avnish Dave delivered a 
thlecture on “Safe in site for safety onsite” in ADC Auditorium on 9  March, 2016. Over 50 

senior executives and technical employees attended these lectures.      
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Previous Records Year New Records
(FY: 15-16)

(Figures In MT)

Urea I & II* 400930 1999-2000 411431

Mel. I & II 10335 2006-07 15697

Mel. II 10121 2006-07 10506

SA III & IV 610760 2014-15 634570

SA IV 451280 2014-15 483910

PA ** 62520 2012-13 65925

APS 302800 2011-12 310250

Fert. Bagging 811943 8492062012-13

Silo Stock
(Ever Lowest) 917 2014-15 234

* Urea Plants Record is of last 23 years Period.

** PA Plant Record is on 30.5% P2O5 Rock Utilization.

Plants

Ever Highest Production Records Achieved by the following 
Plants in FY: 2015-16

thGSFC Team Won first consolation prize at 25  AAOYM

thBaroda Management Association (BMA) organized 25  Annual Awards for 
th thOutstanding Young Managers (AAOYM) from 26  to 28  Feb, 2016 in Vadodara. Total 

37 teams, each having three members, from different organizations participated in 
AAOYM. Each team made an innovative presentation on the topic chosen from the 
given options. Based on the performance in preliminary round teams were 
shortlisted for the final round.  
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One of the teams from GSFC won the first consolation prize. Ms. Gopi Shukla (Instrument 
Engineer- Instrumentation Department), Mr. Ashish Katariya (Plant Engineer-CEP-LC-P & 
B Operations) and Mr. Saket Kumar (Executive Trainee- CEP-LC-P & B Operation) were the 
members of this team. Topic selected by them was “Work Life Balance”.    

Women's Day Celebration at GSFC
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thWomen's Day Celebration was organized on 8  March, 2016 at Training Institute, 
Fertilizernagar, Vadodara. Around 100 women employees of GSFC attended the event, 
on the occasion Ms. Bijal Mistry, Corporate Training Consultant, delivered a talk on 
“Effective Communication Skills”. Ms. Madhura Bandyopadhyay, IRO had a session on 
“Sexual Harassment Policy”, it was followed by a luncheon at Guest House. The main 
purpose behind this programme was to gather female employees from various 
departments across GSFC and celebrate the success, worth & struggle of women on 
the occasion of International Women's Day.

Government Notifies NBS rate for FY 16-17

   Nutrients Subsidy (Rs/Kg) 

FY (2015-16) FY (2016-17) 

Nitrogen (N) 20.88 15.85 

Phosphorus (P) 18.68 13.24 

Potassium (K) 15.50 15.47 

Sulphur (S) 1.68 2.04 

 

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has fixed the nutrient based subsidy (NBS) 
rates for the Financial Year 2016-17. Under NBS subsidy is decided every year for 
decontrolled P & K fertilizer considering various factors like international price trend, price 
of raw materials, exchange rate, inventory, etc. Subsidy under NBS is given to producers on 
the basis of per Kg nutrient in each grade of fertilizers.

The proposed rate cut on decontrolled fertilizers is expected to save approx Rs. 5000 Crores 
to Indian exchequer. Based on the previous year (FY 2015-16) P&K fertilizers consumption 
(Approx 31 Million MT), total subsidy implication with revised subsidy rate for current 
financial year for decontrolled P&K fertilizers is estimated to be Rs. 21,274 Crores.   
 
Subsidy rate cut on Nitrogen and Phosphorus is over Rs. 5 per Kg, while a marginal cut has 
been made on Potash; whereas subsidy on sulphur has been increased to Rs 2.04 per Kg 
from Rs. 1.68 per Kg.
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National Agriculture Market launched on 14 April, 2016 

National Agriculture Market (NAM) is a pan India electronic trading portal which 
networks the existing Agriculture Produce Marketing Committee (APMC) Mandis to 
create a unified national market for agriculture commodities. The NAM portal 
provides a single window service for all APMC related information and services. The 
idea behind launching NAM is to reduce information asymmetry and liberalize the 
wholesale agriculture market. 

In the first phase 21 Mandis from eight states have joined NAM and it is planned to 
cover 400 markets by March 2017 and 585 markets by March 2018 pan-India. 
Integrated market system will help farmers in realizing the best price for their 
commodities and they will no longer be compelled to sell their commodities in the 
same market. Farmers can showcase their produce online from their nearest market 
and traders can quote price from anywhere. 

Under NAM very liberal licensing policy will be implemented for traders and 
commission agents; they will no longer be required to have a shop in the market yard 
for getting license. Access to pan India market gives scope of secondary trading to local 
traders.  

In order to harmonize the quality standard of agriculture produce, provision for quality 
testing and certification infrastructure is being developed in each market. Quality 
certificate will reduce the information asymmetry about the quality of produce, and it 
will enable informed bidding. Quality certificate will be valid pan India; so far on the 
basis of common tradable parameters quality certificates for 25 commodities have 
been developed.  

National Agriculture Market is a flagship programme under digital India campaign.

Hydrocarbon Exploration and licensing policy approved by Union 
Cabinet

Union Cabinet approved the Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) on 
th10  March, 2016. It is a major policy drive to boost the petroleum and hydrocarbon 

sector.  Existing policy under New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP), launched 18 
years ago, has several shortcomings and over the period it has become very 
controversial. 

 Objectives behind bringing HELP is to enhance domestic oil and gas production, attract 
investment in the sector, bring transparency and reduce administrative discretion. 
Important aspects of HELP are revenue sharing, single license, open acreages, 
marketing and pricing freedom. 
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NELP is based on profit sharing model, where profit is shared between contractor and 
the government. It involved measurement of cost by the government to ascertain 
profit. It gives scope to the contractors to exaggerate the cost in order to suppress 
profit. Under HELP revenue will be shared, it obviates the need of cost calculation.    

Under HELP uniform license for exploration and production for all forms of 
Hydrocarbon is conceived. The uniform license will enable the contractors to explore 
conventional as well as unconventional oil and gas resources including CBM, shale gas 
& oil, tight gas and hydrates gas under a single license. Currently under NELP separate 
license has to be taken for different hydrocarbons. For example, while exploring one 
type of hydrocarbon, if a different one is found it needs separate licensing which adds 
to cost and administrative burden.
 
Another critical aspect of HELP is that it distinguishes between shallow water fields 
(where cost and risk are lower) and deep/ultra deep water field (where cost and risk 
are higher) while deciding royalties. Current policy (NELP) does not distinguish 
between shallow water fields and deep water fields, and in recent years we have seen 
several litigations between contractor and government pertaining to overshooting of 
cost and profit sharing between them. 

The policy envisages providing marketing and pricing freedom to the new blocks and 
existing discoveries which are yet to commence production. However, in order to 
protect consumers from spikes in gas prices, government has decided to impose a 
price cap linked with the opportunity cost of imported fuel.
  
It is believed that deregulation of gas prices will unlock production from the new 
development in deep, ultra deep water and high pressure & high temperature areas. 
There are such discoveries where companies have not started production because of 
high investment and high risk. Pricing and marketing freedom will make investment in 
such fields viable and it will help in increasing domestic production. It may changes the 
Gas pricing dynamics, currently in India consumers get gas at two different prices, 
domestically produced gas is priced differently from Imported gas; but after the 
implementation of HELP we may see gas coming out of difficult field is price differently, 
it will bring three type of pricing in Indian Gas Market.    

Highest ever production of Urea (245 Lakh MT) in FY 2015-16

stIn a press conference dated 31  March, 2016 in New Delhi Union Minister of Fertilizers 
& Chemicals Shri Ananth Kumar  said that there has been highest ever production of 
Urea in FY 2015-16 since independence, total production of Urea in the FY 2015-16 
stood at 245 Lakh MT which is about 20 Lakh MT more than the preceding year's 
production. He dedicated this achievement to the Indian farmers and said it could not 
have been possible without the hard work of workers of Fertilizer industry.
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The Minister also mentioned about the other milestones of the Department like 100% Neem 
Coating of urea, City compost promotion policy, promotion of Single Super Phosphates (SSP) 
production, etc.

Union Cabinet approved a policy on Promotion of City compost, under the scheme central 
government will provide Market Development Assistance of Rs. 1500 per tonne on the sale 
of city compost made from municipal solid waste. Market Development Assistance will 
lower the price of City Compost for farmers. Compost made out of city garbage is used to 
provide carbon, primary and secondary nutrient to soil. City Compost also helps in disposal 
of city garbage which subsequently prevents production of harmful greenhouse gases, 
especially methane, and toxic material that pollutes groundwater and environment.

Initially marketing and promotion of city compost will be done through existing fertilizer 
companies. Fertilizer companies may sell city compost through their market network and 
through their dealers' network. In due course, compost manufacturers and other marketing 
entities recognized by the concerned state government may also be included for the 
purpose with the approval of Department of Fertilizer.  

Consortium of Indian Fertilizer firms picks PEDC for JV in Iran for 
Urea Plant

As per the annual report of Department of Fertilizers, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, 
Indian companies have finally shortlisted a company for jointly setting up a Urea 
Manufacturing Plant at Chahbhar, Iran. Earlier Government of India had identified Rashtriya 
Chemicals & Fertilizers Ltd. (RCF), Gujarat State Fertilizers & Chemical Ltd. (GSFC) and 
Gujarat Narmada Valley Fertilizers & Chemical Ltd (GNFC) for setting up Urea Ammonia 
plant in Iran. 

Pasargad Energy Development Company (PEDC), an Iranian Company, has been shortlisted 
for setting up the plant under Joint Venture for Manufacturing of Urea. PEDC is a privately 
owned company, which has interest in energy sector and related field. 

 Because of Cheap and long term availability of Natural Gas in Iran, Indian Government 
wants Indian Fertilizer Companies to set up Urea plant in Iran. According to the report, the 
Iranian Government has indicated Gas price USD 2.9 / mmbtu for the project, which is 
cheaper than the price prevailing in the domestic market in India. Iranian Government has 
also assured long term supply of Gas for running the plant.

Under the proposal it is planned to set up a Urea Manufacturing Plant of 1.3 Million tonnes 
of annual capacity, the output from the plant would be imported to India. India's annual 
demand for Urea is about 30-31 million tonnes, while the domestic production is only 23-24 
Million tonnes, the rest is met through Imports.

8



ndPM Narendra Modi is visiting Iran for two days official tour beginning 22  May, 2016 for 
bilateral talks, it is expected that the final shape of the deal will be materialized during his 
visit. There are several issues which are expected to be discussed during his tour including 
Chabahar Port, Investment in Farzad B, International North- South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC), India Iran Gas Pipeline, Regional Security in West Asia, etc. 

GSFC Industrial Invitation Table Tennis Tournament-2016

 

rdGeneral Sports Association (GSA) of GSFC organized “3  GSFC Industrial Invitation Table 
Tennis Tournament” for the employees of organizations in Gujarat at GSFC Officers Club, 

thVadodara on 6  March, 2016. Players from six organizations participated in the tournament. 
Mr. Kashyap Jog of Marketing Fertilizer, GSFC bagged runner-up position in Men's Singles. 
Mr. Kashayap Jog and Dhanvir Gurkha together bagged runner-up position in Men's Double.

 
The prizes to the winners were distributed by Mr. Binoy kumar Choudhury, VP (Mkt-IP), Mr. 
Dilip Patel, President-GSFC Union and Mr. Priyesh Dave, GM-GNFC.  

9



 

 

Mr. Aditya A. Mairal has been conferred with seven gold 
thmedals for his academic excellence during the 64  Annual 

convocation of the M.S. University, Baroda. He has 
successfully completed Bachelors of Engineering in 
Mechanical Engineering with from the Faculty of 
Technology and Engineering. He is currently working as an 
Executive Trainee in Mechanical Maintenance department 
of Capro-1 Anone/Services.

Mr. Krunal A Parikh, Plant Engineer (Capro-II Anone Prod.) has 
passed the National Certification Examination for Energy Auditors 
held in September-2015. The exam is conducted by National 
Productivity Council on behalf of Bureau of Energy Efficiency, 
Ministry of Power, Government of India. 

Mr. Kunal R Shah, son of Mr. Rajesh B Shah (Sr. Office Assistant, Logistics, Fibre unit), achieved 
a remarkable record by clicking most Squirrel pictures in many ways in one hour. Mr. Kunal R 
Shah who is currently pursuing M.sc (IT) clicked 163 pictures of squirrels in many ways in one 

thhour from 8.45 am to 9.45 am at Government Library, Surat on 14  February, 2016. He 
received a certificate and a memento from India Book of Records for his achievement.

Mr. H N Bhatt, Sr. O.A., Corporate Communications Dept., won Mix Pair 
thBridge Tournament organized by Orient Club, Ahmedabad on 6  March, 

st2016. He secured 1  rank in Open Baroda Bridge Tournament held at Hind 
th ndVijay Gymkhana on 8  May, 2016; he subsequently secured 2  rank in the 

same tournament on 15 May, 2016.

Miss Mamta Saxena, from Time Office, secured second rank and was 
awarded Silver medal in Disc Throw competition in District level Khel 
Mahakumbh at Porbandar on 14-15 February, 2016.
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GSFC Day Night Cricket Tournament-2016

Runner Up- Boys  PA Ridders 

Winner-Boys DJ Champions 

Runner Up-Girls Aashiyana Angles 

Winner-Girls Pink Panthers 

Runner Up-Sector side Shitalkunj Siddhi Vinayak 

Winner- Sector Side Parag Sector-A 

Runner Up-Plant Side Ammonia Group 
Winner- Plant Side CEP Supply-A (OM) 

 

Best Bowler-Boys Nikunj (PA Ridders) 

Best Batsman- Boys Jatin ( PA Ridders) 

Man of the Match (Final)-Boys Jatin (PA Ridders) 

 

Best Bowler- Girls Urvi (Pink Panthers) 

Best Batsman- Girls Riya (Aashiyana Angles) 

Man of the Match (Final)-Girls Urvi (Pink Panthers) 

 

Best Fielder- Plant Side Suvikram (Amon. Grp) 

Best Bowler- Plant Side Chirag (CEP Supply) 

Best Batsman- Plant Side Mahesh (CEP Supply) 

Man of the Match(final)-Plant Shailesh (CEP Supply) 

Man of the Series- Plant Side Ankit Patel (Amon. Grp) 

 

Best Fielder- Sector side Harmindar (Parag-A) 

Best Bowler- Sector Side Shailesh (Parag-A) 

Best Batsman- Sector Side Chirag (Shitalkunj) 

Man of the Match (Final)-Sector Amandeep (Parag-A) 

Man of the Series- Sector side Raju Damor (Shitalkunj) 

 

Readers may send their views & feedback on the content of this publication and contribution

for the next edition of GSFC Newsline to:  /  nkumar@gsfcltd.com mrugeshdesai@gsfcltd.com


